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At least two-sevenths of the members in the average house are members
or rélatives of titled families, nearly all in the Conservative and leeral '

parties.

Lastly, a comparison of the aggregate vote for the three major partlea
with the election results showa the outcome fo be largely a “gdmble.”
For seventeen years out of twenty-four, the Conservatives have domi-
nated the govemment while & minority in the popular vote/ Vet in 1929
* a Labor vote of thirty-eight per cent of the total produced 4 Labor govern-
ment, while in 1935,\a Labor vote of forty per cent of the total resulted in
a strongly anti-Labor.government. In most of the Alections from 1922,
the Liberal members eieqted have been far feWex“ tha,n their proportion
of the popular vote. N .

In analyzing the factors éxplammg these/conditions. Mr. Ross gives
most attention to the cost of eléqtlons and 6ther financial matters, and to
election and party methods, especially the system of single-member
constituencies. With respect to a,gextuca,tion and occupations, he does
not advocate proportionate representa ion of each group, although he is
dissatisfied with the extremes under present conditions.

The principal remedies pr%m:ed are financial and electorak The cost
of elections should be bornﬂét: the government, and the galary of members
should be increased to an gmount which would enable a member to meet a
reasonable standard of fife without outside soux%qs of income, thereby
relieving the ha.ndlca[{ on candidates without such resources. Elections
should be by constitdtencies with from three to seven members each, chosen
by the single t. /a.{lsfera.ble vote, so that the party mexhbershlp in the
House of Commons would correspond approximately to the popular vote
in the count,ry as a whole. Other subsidiary reforms are also proposed

The study is carefully done, and the discussion is temperate in_tone.
The electoral system proposed would tend to strengthen the Liberal
partyin Parliament and the tendency toward coalition governments. To
a considerable extent, similar factors could be shown in the United States.

JoaN A. Farrpre.

University of Illinois.

Faith, Reason, and Civilization; An Essay in Historicel Analysis. By
Harorp J. Laskr. (New York: The Viking Press. 1944. Pp. 187.
$2.50.)

Mr. Laski has written in this volume a confession of faith in the Russian
Revolution. Those who do not share in the mythus of Stalinism, therefore,

may pass it by, since the suthor has not written such a documented or -

factual aceount that one’s opinion of the Soviet régime is likely to be
altered.

The geometry of the argument might be stated as follows: We are living
in a revolutionary time which is expressed in measure by war and the loss
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of our once accepted values. We must have a renovation of a commonly
accepted faith and a system of values that we ean believe is embodied in
our civilization. These values will not come from Christianity, since
Christianity no longer inspirits the masses as it did before Constantine,
and the churches, both Catholic and Protestant, are instruments of the
ruling classes and servants of the acquisitive society. Nor can new values
come from the intellectuals, for they either cannot see the issue before us
(i.e., the Marxian system) or they are sycophants of resction (pp. 96,
125). The Russian Revolution, as it was under Lenin and as it 45 under
Stalin, alone meets the test of creativeness in the restoration of values and
the saving of civilization when victory gives us another chance. There
alone the masses have hope, and thence must the rest of us journey.

Mr. Laski’s wooing of Clio has not heen a frustrating experience, as it
must obviously have heen to those who are not Marxian materialists.
Christianity and Marxism are the two great contenders for the future
loyalty of the masses. While the author condemns the pragmatic principle
of higtorical success, he does not face squarely the issue of what ideas are
true and what are false. The Christian thinker must insist that the chief
problem is not earthly success or failure, or whether Christians have been
worthy of their trust, but whether Christianity is true in prineiple and in
foundation. Perhaps a different book would have resulted had the author
on this plane of argument followed out his admission that the passionate
Christian “affirmation of the right of each human being to fulfill his in-
dividuality” is the only source of a new faith for the postwar generation
(p. 37).

“Stalingrad is the resolution of a problem,” says Lagki, that the com-
mon man must solve ar die (p. 48), bui the social democrat might counter
that the murder of Ehrlich and Alter, the treatment of the Warsaw under-
ground, and Russian imperialism resolve as much. The ugliness and bru-
tality of Stalinism is admitted and the contemporary return to the Russian
national tradition is ignored. For non-Maxrxians, Laski’s defense of Soviet
terror is the most disturbing feature of the book. The Communist party
did not leave its faith to the mercy of “the chance decision of an elec-
torate'” (p. 168). The Soviet citizen “is constrained to the acceptance of
the fundamentals of his faith” (p. 159), and that ¢itizen enjoys a “democ-
racy of a secondary order . . . . He may not criticize Stalin . . . but he can
criticize his foreman or his manager . .,  (p. 159). And “it is only where
its consequences are deemed unimportant that men are prepared to abide
by the results of reason and peaceful discussion’ (p. 161).

In contrast, most Americans would argue that the Anglo-American
democratic tradition is more likely to save civilization than Mr. Laski’s
Muscovite prescription.

Francs G. WiLson.

University of Illinois. '




