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'}Democracyi"

Where is Amerlcan democracy
politieal sc1entlst, student of the

rule, has a pretty vood 1dea e [

(
1, As the pracvmce of “free electlons,
democracy hag only a short history,
mainly since _18()0 under the in-
fluence of the. movement toward a
broader suffrage and the election of

a larger number of public officials. th

. Its success is limited mainly to West-
ern BEurope, the United States and
the British Dominions. However, the
t;adltlon of two-party -elections s
almost’ exaluswely Anglo-Amencan

. A new era for democratic elections

i
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has obviously dawned with the rise
of vast pressure groups and the so-
c?lled ‘mass media,” where, as in
television, personality instead ' of
principle ‘surges to the foregrounﬁ
ared consciousness of party and party- -
p%lncmle disappears.

! 2. Democracy has been a commion
symbol, from Herodotus to the pres-
ent, but as a system -of government
it has- Jyeen widespread neither in
history nor.in geographic areas. Very
often it has not heen a durable form
(how many democracies have dis-

appearedl since the end of World War

17). In the ancient world pure de-
mocracy, as, pictured by:Plato, Aris-
totle, _Tﬁuc&hdl&es "Polybius, Cicero
and others was a prelude to tyrarny.
Thucydld\es description of class war,
stasis,” in Corcyra is the "classic ex-
‘amtple of popular derailment.

" 3. Singe democracy is neither the
host widespread of political forms,
or the most durable or popular of
olitical techniques or institutions,
vill :America be drawn into his-
orical sweep, or will we. be able
vith our Western European\ allies to
oform the world of tyranny? Mon-
rchy has been the most popular and
he most.stable of political forms, and
evolution' has been the most popular
and most ‘widely used ‘device for the.
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-transfer of power. Take as witness in

1

fecent times throughout most of the
world the fascist, Communist, caudil-
b and mxh‘cary movements which
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of ‘the democratic tyranny in a Big
Brother society. (Is there not a wide-
sprea& belief  that the 1960 Presi-
dentxal election was stolen from the
Re'pubhca.ns?)

6. So long as society can absorb
tramed technicians and the intellec-
tuals,tthe educated and the partially

trained, theré can be peaceful elec- .

toral ‘alternations of power because
there |are always livable alternatives
to thé possession of political power

and some sort of public employment.

The revolutlonary class is slow to
develop, and ‘the always-emergent
arxsto?ratlc patterns of lifd" can be
separated from the state; in other
words, aristocracy can.be social and
1ndependent and it can monitor the
standdrds of society. The intellectual
{not always 'an ‘aristocrat by any,
meang) is found in business, in th
professions (including the ma
media), i the bureaucracy of th
big corporations, in university ‘teach
ing and research thart is remote fro
pbhtu_l commitments, and on th
technical staffs of larger pressure
groups and voting bloes: Atnong the
great |-achievements of the United
States| one must list bgth the broad-
ening | of the middle class (Marx’s
petite (bourgeoisie), and the constant
‘absorption of the intellectuals pro-
duced jby the mysterious processes of
higher; education.
7. In modern democracy there has
been an increasing obviousness in|
the behavior of self-conscious minori-

“ties, p:"emure groups, bloc voting, and| -

ghort-1 erm - -rallies ‘of large numbers
of voters for -the 'achievement of
selfish |aims rather than the common
good. Nearly all of these mmoriﬁes
and votnng blocs are dominated by
an ohgarchy of permanent and
formally re-elected leaders. Within
the 'b]oc system there is no mmjority]
rule m any classic or phllosop}mcal
meamng of the térm because: in-
dwxduals are mamrpulated and pro-
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. more populous states,

ak wmnmg eleobrons

cured for the leaders. Our dr.mouauy
is becoming a state run in the inter-
- est of bloc-voting masses who can
win ‘plebiscites. At the same time the
minorities (like Toynbee’s intermal
“and external proletariats) deny to.
other minorities or fo. less organized
utxzens the right to aet in the same
ner. For example, Negroes may
v te for Negroes because they are
“~Negroes, "but not whites for whites
betause they are white; labor.may
act for fabor, but business acting for
business or professions acting for
professions, i.e:; doctors and teachers,
are cbnsidered reactionary, or even
‘monopolistic and fascist. -

8. While the election of the P1 esi-
dent becomes th& result of a coali-
tion. of minorities and blocs in the

and the ..ap-

peals of the campaign become »a
~and abuswe congressmen av€ elected
on a dﬂHexent system of “majority.
Often “the congressman

-blo? voters are clearly dominant.
Codgress represents a majority that
rests on the social structure of com-
nfunities in the -congressional dis-
tricts; as Professor Willmoore Ken-
dall has shown in his article, “T'wo
Majorit.ies ” Here there is more
Auidity, more individual decision, “and
cleanly less pressure from the per-
manent leaders of the blocs, In any
tx‘adltlonal sense of democxacy as the
MEree electlon it is up to Cuncfpess
to preserve democracy; that -is, to
resist the domination of the - blocs
or jthe‘ coalition ' of minorities and
theﬁ alliances’ with _ the execlitive
and.the bureaucracy.
9! The vast number of intellectuals

we |are producing in America is a -

consequence of! the expansion. of

l11gher education, Oneof the outlets

r ‘thein ,is to. become emrploye'es in
ihe civil service of the bldes and
mmorltles that: are concemed/ with
Inteﬂlectuals in.
such s;tuahens have only one politi-

«

* cal |intérest: t& win power .and tof

. retain it. Though in ‘the past our in-
" tellectudls have been: generally un—

eom}mll‘ted pohhoally, Were is' a pro-
nou[nced tendency ~today for bhem

- ‘to ibe. assoclqste&” with ’ 1deolog1cal
movements eg, wi
= and thereby to promote the rmecon-—

\Liberal oauses,

ulalbxhty of 1deologucal parties. . 1.
110. The . Classical World does not
us ‘an extended descmtptmn of

,

3 NATIONAL REVIEW

. does not
- come from-a district in which the

U seeks to te

;in 1964
" charisma? Isit possible to “divide the

.he democratic tramsition to tyranny.
But in general a leader appears; he
is. power; the welfare of
the peoplel dépends on his safety;
he is given guards to prevent injury
to him; and he is, let us say, endowed
with chari 1a. Prophecy is cheap,
but -let ug try: in the middle of
President |[Kennedy’s second. term
there will bel a movement to repeal
the Amendment, the 22nd, that limits
the President’s time in office. Ken-
nedy may. well have acquired charis-
ma; the pe‘op]e will be lost without
him; he willibe -elected for a third
term, and then for life, in fact. . .

He ‘will {‘b ,’-a's G. K. Chesterton
described) 4 medieval monarch, the

increases

last remaining in the world. All this .

will happen provided the bloes can
maintain some uhity among them-

~selves; the ompromise must not fail

when an’ el ction v1ctory is needed

i
'

Control of) Congress

11. But ifttfie movément {6 repeal
the 22nd Amehdment-should fail, the
blocs will r:F) e toward a more posi-
tive.control ‘og Congress. If they suc-
ceed, the Congress will become sub-
missive. to tHe executive, and the

~g¥ecutive wi;]l direct the bureaucracy
increasing encroachment on a-

with
civil service;system which has been
preserving til, tenure of some who
are against |“progress.”

12. PleSld]‘ ?t , Kennedy, howevez
may not be lable to hold the five
million Ca%o‘]iés who shifted from
Eisenhower (Jhi»m in 1960. Kennedy
is essentially| gnti-clerical, very much
as Latin ch e-ifs of state ‘have often
been. He has jopposed federal aid to
parochial schopls, which many Cath-
olics would [say is necessary for the
equal treatment of Oatholic-children:
he has oppoged an ambassador to the
Vaticari; he| has been discourteous
to the BiShl in Puerto Rico; and~

he has intimafed that any cleric who
1| him anything about
natural law| pr the Catholic con-
science will| be quickly and firmly
shown. the door. If he does not hold
the Catholic 5wing, a notable crevasse
in the "unior
that elected |him - will appear. If the
Republicans- homihé’fe a Catholic
could’ Kennedy lose hi

blocs and minorities between. the
Democrats. and the Republicans?

of bloc and minorities -

N ecessa}‘y Efforts

13. A-.ri'LeDican democracy can be
streéngthened by the following:

a. An heroic effort to preserve free
elections and to retard the encroach-+¢
ment. of corruption on the purity and
the freedom of ballot must be made.
Such an effort is particularly im-
portant in- areas where there are
large Bloes of voters who have not
“earned” the right to vote by their
tompetence, their education, their
maturity, their interest and informas
tion in politics, or by their willing-
ness to be independent of the “per-
suasion” which blankets them.

b. A vigorous legislative effort must
be ‘mounted to retard ‘or check the
power of bloc voting. Must a mem-
‘ber of a labor union vote always as
his union officers tell.: him? Even
though they were told that Kennedy
had signed on the dotted line? If
the Presidency is to be the per-
manent prize of directed bloc vot-
ing, then the only solution may be
a reform that would bring the ex-
ecutive under the control of Con-
gress;, that is, an American version
of pal‘liamehtary government.

c. In the end there must be a less
lopsided ‘“formation’” of the
lectuals. Somehow the left-wing
Liberal scientists” and social scien-
tists must be balanced by conserva-
tive intellectuals. ‘Such a change
means a reshaping of the universities
where the intellectuals are “formed,”
and it means as well a greater
fluidity in the civil service, that is,
a greater ‘responsibih'ty to Congress.

d. The majorities reflected in the
election of congressmen outside of
the big-city machines and their con-
trolled voting must be preserved. The
congressman must be more assertive
jof . the v‘ahdlty of the ma]omty he.
represents, for he repr esents society,'
the socidl, against the mam'pulatlve
and the political,

e/ Congres? must be willing to re-

intel-

_striet the senseless growth of national

government function. It must con-
trol, as far as possible, the waste and
extravagance of government and hold
i check the growth of the number
on the public payroll. One of its func-
tions must be to remind the voters
that we live in a federal system of
government; one does not need to
blush in a defense of the functions

-of sta'e government.




