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Oakeshott and Conservatism

NaTtoNALISM IN PoriTics AND OTHER Essavs, by Michael Oakeshott.
New York: Basic Books Publishing Co., Inc., 1962. 333 pp.

Reviewed by Francis G. Wilson, Professor of Political Science,
University of Illinois

IT 1s a pleasure to have Professor Oakeshott on my side, even
though there are moments when I have trouble in understanding
just where his verbal missile is directed. Curiously, his address
in Madrid at the Athenaeum in 1955 on the functions of the state
seems clearer than much of the writing in this volume. It is in part
the problem one encounters in much of the behavioral discussion
of values in our time: values are important, but though men may
believe in them it is not the function of the political scientist to have
any commitments as to truth in judgment; one needs only to be
rigorously empirical. Thus, the author reduces nearly all things to
“activity.” Reason, civilization, education, politics, political theory,
and so on endlessly are activities, In this sense he speaks like an
American disciple of Arthur F. Bentley. Still, one is troubled, since
the conviction will not down that after all Oakeshott does, in spite
of iceberg language, believe something is true, and that some judg-
ments about what human beings are doing are rational. But he tries
hard to keep it a secret, since even when he slips and commits
himself to a value judgment he does not say why a given virtue
may be true.

Robert Schuettinger in The Individualist for J anuary-February,
1963, refers to Oakeshott as a disciple of Burke, who knows that
most social issues are moral and not susceptible of solution at
the hands of the new breed of social engineers. He cites p. 35
[36] of the present volume, but in these passages Oakeshott is
ridiculing the Rationalists for their “morality of the self-conscious
pursuit of moral ideals, and the appropriate form of moral educa-
tion is by precept, by the presentation and explanation of moral
principles.” If he is a disciple of Burke he nowhere admits it, and
he certainly does not admit that traditional behavior, as against
moral ideals, should be defended on any ground of its truth or



-9X 0} Sureas jjouseyr() ‘snyj ‘esuds Istjoue uy ‘)T X0j Argeympsniun
sewnsse Oje[d 310B} Ul UoIym ‘DATIRIISUOWSP IO [2O180] ¢ jouued
31 pue ‘sousiradxs oneiysee ST 31 ¢ A309y}, Jo uondeduod s,01B[d
WOI] SIATAINS dUO[e  Uoneldwsiuod,, jeyp (sj0u jgg d) sendie
ay uaym Aydoso[ryd jnoge ASIeA0IIUOD oY} JO S0USSSS Y} $91B)S
oY ‘A)1ATioR OS[® ST PUIW 1Yl pue (A11ATIOR SB) SISIX® J[OS oY} 1B}
S2P80U0d 9y YSNO} ‘Us} PUY 31 0} UonnNqLIuos syroeds ou seyew
11 4ng ‘uodn sjoepea zsydosorryd oy} 1eym SI SIY} 9s5nEI9q ‘[usw Jo]
U0NRAIBSUOD B} Woiy sFulrds I (A11arjoe onjisered pajunos aq snw
‘1eyjoue 0} 80104 auo Jo drysuone(al sy} uodn joeper 0} pur ‘ (Aneod
pue ‘eoustos ‘A11amioe [eorjorad) 90104 YOEE JO B[4S pue Ajendb s
Apngs 03 espnduat oyt ‘Aydosorryd,, ‘pres oy (0g ‘d wo usym ‘pIvpul
‘Ijoysexe() puelsispun o} wedaq I ‘wonTpe} JO Juswiofus oy} ‘peysed
-3ns joysSed se 10 ‘Aolus 0} uonsodsip oY) A[9ISW ST WISTHRAISS
-U0D JOUJaym ST SATIRAIOSUOD UBDMISWY OY} JIO] WETIZOMd HH 1

*(ge1 "d) uoTBUIDUL IO SUIL} 9Y} SARY 10U OP am UYSIUYM IO
wsondsys @y} sn 107 sepracid UORISPOW jUSWIWIA0N) (g “d)
UOTIBRIISTLI] [ENJNW JO JI9]UNOOUe ue ul pexoo[ Sureq adeoss 01 axe
uswl JI [eljussse ST uonelspow ‘Suryeads A[jeonjeuwrSeid ‘esnessq
g (Usw noge UINI} B I0 ONIIIA B ST UOCHRISPOW 9SNBISC 10U)
UOT}BISPOUI I0J ALIIS JSTIUI JT IDYQRI (ULW JO suolssed 9y} SWRPUL 0}
JUSTINISUT UR 8¢ 10U P[NOYS JUSUIUIBA0L) "SOII0YD WMO I19YL SULetl
Jo juwewdofue oy} peprwred aie o[doed pue ‘UONR[NESI I0 JONPUOD
70 sonx rexeuad sepraoxd 11 1BY} Ul PSITW] ST JUSWUISAOS ‘SATIBRAISS
-uod 8 X0 (8T 'd) =08 pajejipowaid B Jo 9suss I} ur pajdope
aq Aewr Asty Apjusredde pue ‘ueizoduwr axe ANJICRIS IR} puR s3[NY
“(g41 "d) pepusiur ST 1BYM O] PIjIWI] ¢ PINoys 31 pue juziroduw] SI
uomeAOUUl A[[EUl PuUR ‘SjusuIiSnipe oxruwl pue sSoousanbasuod IAISS
-0 0} suo xoy soed ul YENOUa MO[S 8Q PINOYS I ‘PaInd aq 0} }39J9p
oyroads & Je pawire 9¢ PINOYS 1T ‘YIMOI3 S[qUISsSI P[NOYS UORAOUUL
“IyoURq SUI0S 9q [[lm 91l da01d ISNW JOJEAOUUL Y} [SATEAISSUOD
a1} 0 2anpaooid sy} ST WISHENPRIS 19pun UoeAOUU] "SUICP aIe L8}
jeym mouy woples Aq[eax ardoad 103 ‘Ay[rgeqoid pue Fpo[mouy| JO
S}UI] 9} UM o uoreAouUl 38T (89T "d) 9S[® BuIiswWOs 0] 00|
01 ue} JOUREX a[qe[iesr SI jeym Lofus o} uoysodsip st 3] "£So[00pT UL
x0 ‘sardroutad J0 Apoq & ‘OpPadd E j0U ST WISTIBAISSUOD ‘noyseye() 10q

“Aranoe
Jeuojel O WO YETY B g Ueo Spue pojejipiwsid se woleio}sal

12 WSILVAYESNCD ONV ILOHESEAVO

10 uonearssaxd rsyle Jo sanjea 9y} jeyl Aes [[em ABW DAT}IRAISS
~0d 3} PUE ‘UOIIBIO}SII S} 8¢ LBW I01ABYSQ [BUOIIPRI} JO 9SUJP
S, (SOSUE A}AIJOR INO YOIYm WOIJ 9oustadxe JO 1Xaju0d a1} o}
pejear A[2ans ST 90USIBJULI SWIOS }BY] pue [BUOTRI aq o3 asodand ur
uonjejipawrald awos 10] 8[qissod ST 31 ABS 10U am ISNJAl ‘PIIS) S}oe]
9y} Jo AI08338O O} SPISINO I $30B] SUIISI} I0] suourd I19) 1By} £]
-9}RUITI[TL 39S JSNUW SIST[RUOTIRIIL B} ONI} dIv sestursad sit JI pauonip
~u00 A[[ROTUBSIO 94 1SNUI [BSSTWISTP Yons Aue INng ‘TUSUWUOIIAUS o} O}
asuodssx pauliialep A[[edrS0[01q & 58 21S0[ PajIpaIostp sey A} IuLIixs
$11 Ul 9ouReros awog ‘uondedisd £I10SULSUOU YSNOIY} IO ‘90USILFUL
USNnoIy} uey} SSAILYI0 JOU PIJBIUBYINE 8q 0} A[ejRUA[N ST YINIT,
‘UOISBI00 UO JT I2PI03I A[SNOIAQO PurR IX31U0d 9yj 23pn[ os[e am jng
‘$1X91U00 UL 1B 8/ ‘BNLT, "9SPI[MOUY SBIMbOR SUC MO JO AI09Y) STY
Ul URT[9}0JSLIY UEB JO }I05 SWIOS [RISUSE Ul ST SATIRAISSUOD O} Y}
pueisIepun ] ‘1SeIUOD Ul 90udlIsdxs JO UOISSILSRI SjUYUI Ue JO
Aynoyp ay3 03 usad ‘sesodind [[e Jo £3101UeSIO dY) SUTWIYJE 3¢ 0}
SWeas }J0USIR( I3469MOY] "SULISSUISUD [RID0S SB WS[[RUCTIEI JO }[N0
uIapour 3} uo yoejje siy 10y Ayredwds sey suQ. ,[g8 "d] onpuod jo
1105 Aug JO JUN0D0E AIOJOBJSIIES B J0U ST }1 8SNBISQ JOTIPUOD [NU0LDL
JO woTjOU AIOGORJSIIES B JOU ST STY} JBY3 ST M31a Ay, 'SPUS POUTULISISP
-axd ‘pajeypewrexd UTRlR O} Y285 0} sB Aem B UONS Ul dABYS( UELD
U0 eyl ST IOYINE B} ST JSOUL YIIym £}I[BUONIRI JO AI09Y} 9T,
‘9ULIIO0P JO AJpron] A[UC 3¢ PINOMm SIS} UOISSS]
-U00 B UYONS [MIm IO ‘PISSIJUOD ¢ ISASU ISNW ST} jng ; JOswIy
10ysayR() JO 9N} 9¢ I JYSTWI PUR ‘SISYJ0 B} 918 OYA| SISPUOM JUQ
‘9ULIJO0P DLISJ0SS UR PUR J118}0Xd UE Y}0¢ SUIUIRIUOD SYIOM 310Im
‘ureyyuag pue ‘I[eArTyoRIN ‘01R[J oI ‘seqqol] 1ey:r (ggz ‘d) a2q 03
SUT99S UOISN[OUOD SIE ,° ° ° "9NI} 9 0} WY} SUIASI[d¢ IOJ SUOSBAI 31}
A[uo seInqIiyuod Jeswiy pug uoluido [eIow juaiind woiy sydssaid
STy Sa¥e} A[[EUWLIOU Oy ‘ISI[RIOW AUR JO SSUIIIM @Y} UL I0] HOO[
pinos am Sumnyy 9y} 3T 0} ISMSUR UE SI A[UO jou ‘x07 "AI08Y} JeIOwW
S9qQOL] JO }IEaY JINOsqO S} Yoedr am UoNsenb SMY Yim puy
;W) 4NOoge Suop 3¢ 01 [durtd $oI[EI] 1ybno 18UMm pur SUONRUITOUT
[emjeu suaw usamiaq des 8y} 28pliq SSQOL] PIP MOL],, :J[oSWIy 03
UOr)B[aI Ul SSNOSTP 10U pnom U ey} uonsanb ay} 03 $198 poysaye
‘£)1[RIOW JO SBII03Y] SC(OF SBPWOY], SUISSNOSIp Ul ‘g9z *d uo A[eury
‘st sl 91 (Ayrpr[ea s3T ul Jorxadns j0U ST UOTHPERI} UYSTIIIg -punoge
JEOY UeD STE9PT [BIOW [BTIUSISIX® UYOIYm Ul pmbi] 8y} ST 3 snyj
pue ‘A}1arioe JO UWIIO B ST 31 ‘sistxe Ajiperowr J "Aypiea orydosorryd

NYN300d AIISHYTAINLO HEHL 02



5010 UL WSDUOHDY LIOHSENY( TIVHIIH]

*I038301D © JO
so1] o3 pue snfofewiep ' JO AI9}je) oY} JSUIESE SSULISP 1SVINS
oY} ST  uonjerisTuriupe oqud,, Ul SulUlerl € jel) sead[[sq O
‘98pojamouy Jeoruyas) 1deoxe ‘esuss sedoxd a1 ul ‘eSpejmouy ou
ST 219U} et} el oy} Aq PosCUL ST oY 2Sneddq ‘O[Iym [lIom
uorjeonpa A[UO 2y} ST 2Sps[mouy [edtutds} Ul Suruler} e eyl
senslaq A[eTeouls 9] ‘s[idnd SIy se papniep se s 8y jeyl Ies[d
sT 91 esnedaq AJuo ‘A19100s UO AJWiy oIowt jreswiny Sursoduul
J0] °8njroigns oIewl e Suleq Jo woridsns oy} sededsse uonl
-eonps Ul 3S819]Ul PIlosye S ISI[RUOe}] U} PUY "SQLID se pasn
are Aot} USUM SIYOO( WIOIJ JUILI] ©¢ UD YOTysm I5pajmouy
JO ey o ul ‘st jey} ‘Surures; e ‘enbruyse) Ul Suruler; e ST ]
"SNOASIYOSTUI PUR SSO[aNfeA Y3JO¢ ‘90USIOSOU U UOIRINPS UR
o PINosm STUY [[B ‘IST[RUONIRY dU} I0] [93palmousy] 9]2I0Uod JO
Surreys e ‘sed pue jussard ussmiaq drysiaujred syl ojur Arjus
we ‘A19100S S JO SIUSWISASIYOR PUB SHGRY TeNIO9[[SIUl puw
JeIOW S} OFUI UOTIRTITUL UR J0U AJUIRLISS ST 3] /SSASI[S ISI[RTON
-ey] oY} YoWsm Ul UOTIRONP® SIY} ST jeysm jng -Ismod jo piem
-91 ST SAIPD3I [[BYS pPUE PaSeInodus g [[BYS SSSUIDAR[D By}
pouruLIalep SI pue ‘Wey} Sululel; Ul JOI[eq jeeis e | ‘surelq,,
z01 1oadsal B SBY O] "UONBONPD Ul }S8I8]ULl SNOUIWIO Ue USYE}
sey jsiyeuoniey oyl ‘eousldiewe SIY JO SABp (591119 Sy} WOLg

‘Aueduiod S SU0 UT 9ARY 0} UEWE PSZIJIAIO € PUR ‘SI[adieJ As(urlS o3l
DAT}EAISSUOD [enioe] pue [eowidwe ue st of -eousredx® [eonifod jo
PlXom ST Ul WIOPS3I} JO UORIPBI} 81} JO Ispuejsp & pue “wsTRUORL
sj00qAdoo ‘Tereql] JO SUOISNIII dYyj} IO ONIID Jesis e “jovl pue Ajal)
-0B JO UBW papesy-piey ' ‘1oysee() [SEUDIJ oI o[doad epnjoul
A[oans pmosm AWOUOXE] JNO ‘SSATIBAISSUOD AJISSE[O PINOys om JI
-sonyrjod o Sur
-yoed] AYSISATUN IBY] I9A0 JIBJS JSNUI BOLISUIY pue pue[Suy (3og
“qnop ON "$o1Y0J S,[I0ISITY JO PUS U} 8 SS)eI00ST oyl ‘Ased ST
sontjod uIy) oym IS0y} I0f  Soruod,, 0  SGLID,, 9onpoid SISeuoiisd

b A WNSILYASISNCS ONV LILOHSEIVO

sy, Aoezonesing Sy} UI S3AI IRY} Suisem I8 Oym usw Sunock oyl
JOJ SY00(3[000 S} )L1m $10555J01d ST 'UONIPEI} I0 JIGRY JC 9PISINO
Burajos-wsyqoad st 3T (AF0T0PI SPW0DY 2OUSIDG [RINI[0] “AITAT}OR [BD
-irfod Ul Sururer) JEUOTIED0A JO WISI[RNIIS[[8}UI-UOU S} OJUI PUR WIST
-I0tABYSY JO ANRIOGISANS S OJUI AP 0} SUTUUIEs] SI SONISIDATUN
Usulig eyl eyl WS PInom I STy} WoLg  AMSISATU[] ® UL SOUIOJ
jo Apnig oY, ‘SuUO [euy U3 ST Sur[edurod jsowt pue ‘Suruuwiep jsow
‘p1oM] 50U SU} NG ‘DWN[OA Y} UL SABSSS B} JO JUI[IIg SOUL YL
1qrop ol ST SSqQOR Jo Apnys SIE "UOHEINPS USHIIE [BUOIIpPEI} I0]
2ouoIayead SIY SMOUS 81 USYM JOAB] SIY UL YONW SBY 1J0ysaye)) Ing
"20u9B1[[5}
-U OUSTWOUY, ©® Ul UeY} ISylex [[IM U3 Ul ST agpe[mouy jery Aes
1gSTwE ‘snjoog sun(] oY1 ‘oya ‘royne 9y} 1oy piom oy sdetyzed st
AIQEH,, "oaey AeW oM SB 95PS[/MOUY S}2I0U0D YONS 2IBYS PINOYS am
pue “ussexd a3 pue jsed 8y} usemiaq drysremaed e ‘£191008 INO JO
SIURIIRARTYOR S} PUER S}IQRY [RNOS[[SIUT PUR [BIOUI SU} 0JUT Pajerjrur
8¢ PINOYs am JBYL Uyl 1 ‘seasi[sq 130UsaR() ‘ONI} ST UOuIper) o
10U I0 IBUPBYM "98ULYD 0] 20UEISISDL uIoqqnis Iey) sejernaidde pue
WIS} SPURISISPUN OYm SUO ST 31 [$[00} JO zoje[ndrueur & UL} 10U
STy} ST UBT POIESTIPd S, - (I8UUBUL 3500] ® Iatjel ul s[ads [esrdeut
pue s911x SnoISi[ar sajeroosse 3y LT "d uo “6'2) oq 1ySrur oy sojewr
-IUl SSUISIUOS 31 Jel jsteyje Pajeonstydos oY} j0U ST Ioyne ap
1eUy ‘pespur 1se88ns Aoy} pue ‘sAeSsd 9} YSNOIY) UNI UONEINps U
sjusuIod AuelA] UOIHIPEL], JBOIE) U}, PO[[BD SARY ST JO SWIOS Jeym
woIl 198 sm Yorym uoneue[dxs pue Lxmnbur jo ofenSue] 8 Ing
‘TeoTUyDe) SUIYIRWOS Op O} A0U S[[9} YOTym IXa] 3y} 10u—uo possed
ST UOTJIpBI} 9Y} UOLRINPS Ul ‘snyJ, ')yl ST leyl pue ‘Ueun|sisui
ue ST 9y 9STNBI9Y URWYSI[SUR UR ST 9 'YINJ} s} WLIje ‘pIp axing se
‘30U $20p 2 ‘[eaPT [RIOUI § JO TWOTIOUN] DY) SULIJE 1I0USaYe S[IYM
B3PI I0 WLIO] Ul
surqjewos sejeddwl 309(qo ey} ySnoyy ‘opyn xe uwonejpowsid
WOIT 10U PUE ‘Blep JO PULY SWOS WOIJ 1IBIS om I8 WILge qnop ou
‘pInoMm ISTUOIR[J ¥ WY WOJI] SUOU 2ARY 94 IO] ‘S}0R] awWos 308
§3977, ‘NE9SSNoYy JSuleSe PIES OUM ‘SWIRPY UYO[ 91 9ATIRAISSUOD
3¢ 2d4y oy st poysexr() jBL Aes pmoys auo ssewrre ur ssoddns
‘PrIosm oYY JO SUEPIO [evisAydeioW 2} WOoIj SUTUBSW LY} MEeIp
e A10381y pue ‘eousis ‘Axjeod ‘WSTIRAISSUOD JO WOOIXS] Aw U]
'sonyrod Jo setpeden; sseyured oy st ‘puey
U0 8y} wo ‘Axjeog ‘sopijod JOo soTjeiisse oY) 01 Aydosoryd eonp

NYPZCOod ALISHZAINA HHIL 22



