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1d, 1917-1958, by Ivar Spector.
of ‘Washington Press, 1959, Pp.
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pronouncements of the Soviet and other governments, causes that part
of the book devoted to these last two most eventful years to seem wealk,
It appears that Professor Sgector brought his earlier, mimeographed
version of this research, which extended through e rly 1956, up to
1958 on the basis of his continued observation of the affairs of the area
as well as his travel there in the summer of that year. As might be
expected, his interpretations of later events may be less easily accepted
than is his documentary translation and interpretation of the years
between the wars. '

Nor can a reviewer in all fairness fail to mark the predisposition of
the author to conclude sweepingly and to rophesy perhaps a bit too
extensively, He opens his chapter of COHClIl)ISiOIlS with the generaliza-
tion, “It’is clear that the Asiatic peoples have subordinated living
standards to liberation from either Soviet or Western colonialism.”
In this reviewer’s opinion the documentation and interpretation which
preceded this conclusion, valid as it may otherwise be, were not suffi-
cient to warrant it. Nor can he rest easy when the author states, as .
he does on page 179, that “ for the entire Near East, communism spells
doom for Turks, Arabs, and Jews alike,” or when he remarks in his
discussion of the Suez crisis of 1956, on page 231, that ¢ temporarily,
at least, the prospect of Soviet ‘volunteers’ in the Near East, aug-
mented by Red China’s offer of another 25 0,000, gave rise to near panic
on the part of Egypt’s invaders.” In these cases the documentation
does not substantiate the interpretation; and conclusions based on
research give way to advice and advocacy. '

' GEorGE GRASSMUCK
University of Michigan .

Ka}amzz’n’: Memoz"r on Ancient and Modern Russia, A Translation
and Analysis, by Richard Pipes. Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1959, Pp. xiv, 266. $5.50.

This volume is Number 33 of the Russian Research Center Studies
at Harvard University, while Number 34 is Pipes’ edition of the
Russian text. N. M. Karamzin was a conservative member of the
Russian gentry in the early part of the nineteenth century, and the
Memoir seems valuable to ‘this reviewer because in its moderation it
balances some of the more extreme or reactionary attitudes associated
with Russian conservatives, such as K, P, Pobiedonostsey, who pub-
lished Reflections of a Russian Statesran in 1898, Indeed, one of the
chief virtues of Pipes’ work is the dispassionateness and objectivity he
displays in the treatment of his subject. But he observes: “the shortage
of studies of the men who identified themselves with the regime, and,
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in many cases shouldered the main burdens of administrative responsi-
Qﬂity, is indeed appalling.” F, urther, he shows that Russian conserva-
tism was more than the mere support of the autocracy and its related
Institutions, for it was also an intellectual movement with a broader
scope than the political System with which it was identified,

The Memoir was cOmpIet_ed carly in 1811 and was presented to

Karamzin, an intellectual among the gentry, was a defender of serf-
. dom, and his defense of autocracy (though modified as in Montes-
quiew’s monarchy by the existence of estates) is not impressive to the
modern reader (Pp. 60-62). But the wide knowledge of history pos-
sessed by Karamzin, his defense of- national unity, his determination
to make the Russian language 2 literary language, 'his belief in the value

code on Russia—a]l might appeal to the modern reader. His attempt to
solve the monetary and inflation problem sounds remarkably ‘con-
temporary. However, one of the chief interests the political scientists

" In Summnary, Pipes has observed: “His economic liberalism is in
sharp contrast to his political conservatism, It re-emphasizes the face
that to him individual Liberty was the ultimate goal of all statesman-
ship: in the sphere of politics he sought to secure it by means of a
strong, centralized government, and jn the sphere of economics by
means of Jaissez~faire (p- 81). .

Francis G. Wison
University of llinpis
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