
Professor: Professor: H. Lee Cheek, Jr., Ph.D., Chair, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences; Office: 115 Parker Building; Phone: (912) 583-3151; and E-mail: lcheek@bpc.edu; Websites: www.drleecheek.com; and the political science website, http://www.drleecheek.com/PSMain.htm

Office Hours: 8-9am and 12-1pm and 2-3pm MWF; 3-4:15pm T/TR (excluding chapel); or by appointment (see http://www.drleecheek.com/office_hours.htm).

Political Science Style Sheet: http://www.drleecheek.com/Resources/StyleSheet/stylesheet.html
Required Texts:
Goldstein, International Relations (Seventh Edition).
Course Description: " Components and characteristics of the international political system; conflict

and cooperation in international relations; and the changing nature of international political behavior. Prerequisite: POL 202.”   (Brewton-Parker Catalog, 2006-2007, p. 202).
I.  Purpose of Course:  
This course aims to acquaint the student with the different approaches to international politics, the forces that motivate international policy, the instruments used by players in the international arena, and the institutions that participate in the international community as well as some of the major problems and challenges faced by the global community.  The primary objective of this course is to provide the student with the ability to interpret and assess international events from a general prospective.

II.
Objectives of the Course
A. General Instructional Objectives

This course seeks to:

1. Encourage understanding of how the international community functions as well as help the student to gain an appreciation of international politics.

2. Assist the student in obtaining a more global perspective of world events.

3. Acquaint the student with various competing political ideologies and positions in order to allow him/her to evaluate political positions and opinions applying a Christian perspective.

4. Develop an awareness of the problems which exist in the international community and to help the student gain an understanding of the different ways to solve these problems.

5. Foster an awareness of the location of the different states in the world.

B. Specific Behavioral Objectives

As a result of the activities and study in this course, the student should be able to do the following: 

1. Delineate the different ideologies and theories behind the study of international relations.

2. Describe the forces that motivate policy choices in the international community.

3. Explain the problems and challenges that are unique to the global community and offer possible solutions to these.

4. Articulate both sides of an issue and then be able to support his/her own opinion with facts.

5. Articulate the various international organizations and structures in the global system and show how they interact with the various state governments in meeting the challenges of the international community.

III.
Topics to be Covered
A. Approaches to the Study of International Politics

B. Levels of Analysis

C. Forces that Motivate Policy

D. Nationalism, Ideas, Ideology, and Morality

E. National Interests and Orientations

F. The Instruments of International Politics: Power and Force, Penetration and Intervention, Diplomacy

G. The International Political Economy: the North and the South

H. International Organizations

I. International Law

J. Disarmament and Arms Control

K. Human Rights

L. Population, Resources, and Environment.

IV.
Instructional Procedures
A. Lectures

B. Class discussion/Student presentations

C. Written work

D. Various films, speakers, other experiences as the opportunity arises

V. 
Responsibilities of the Student
A. Attend class

B. Read all assignments

C. Participate in class discussions

D. Take all assigned tests and quizzes

E. Write a research paper

F. Complete all additional assignments

VI.
Evaluation
1.
Attendance: Every student is encouraged to participate in class.  Please feel free to enhance the lectures with pertinent questions, comments, and analysis.  Students are responsible for all the material covered in any class missed.  Be sure and ask your fellow students for what you missed.  You are allowed three absences; after that point, you will be reported to the Assistant to the Provost.
2.
Exams: There will be three exams in this class (including the final exam).  Test and quizzes will be drawn from the information presented in lectures, as well as the texts.

3. Quizzes:  There will be an announced quiz each Friday.

4. Papers: Students will be expected to turn in a ten to fifteen paper paper related to their debate topic.  The student’s research for the debate will culminate in the writing of the paper in preparation for the debate.  Your paper is due on the day of your debate.

5. Make-Up Assignments:  Students will only be allowed to make-up exams, quizzes, or papers if they have been granted an excused absence prior to the assignment.  Unexcused absences will result in a grade of zero.

6. Current Issues Geoquizzes: Finally, students will be expected to remain informed of current issues regarding international relations since this material will serve to supplement the lecture topics.  There are many good sources available online which include:

The New York Times 
www.nytimes.com
The Washington Post 
www.washingtonpost.com
USA Today 


www.usatoday.com
CNN


www.cnn.com
Fox News


www.foxnews.com
BBC


www.bbc.co.uk


As a student of international politics, you will be given a geoquiz on a regular basis and given the software to prepare for each geoquiz.  The set of geoquizzes are administered at the pace you select.
It is imperative that students come to class prepared.  Readings and must be done in advance of class for students to benefit from lectures and intelligently participate in class discussions.

VII.
Grading and Assignments
Your grade in class will be based on your performance in the following areas:


20% First Examination



(14 February)

20% Second Examination



(19 March)
20% Third Examination



(3 May)

20% Debate/Term paper



(Due at date of presentation)
20% Quizzes, Class Participation, and Geoquizzes 
(Fridays; Evaluated every class)
100%  TOTAL

Grading Scale:
(see the Brewton-Parker College Catalog)
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